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1995/96 - ProQuest Direct Introduced
– An online search engine that provides

access to over 5,000 publications.

– Primarily used in the educational and
public library settings as a research tool.

– UMI loads data into a central vault.

– Articles can exist in several formats
including images, text, and citation.









1998 - UMI launches SiteBuilderTM

• An increased awareness and
understanding of the WEB made this
launch possible.

• Intranets, custom applications, multiple
vendor systems etc… have increased
the need for alternatives to the
traditional search engine.



• SiteBuilder enables you to include
specific ProQuest Direct functionality
and content in your own Internet,
intranet, or extranet web site.
– Store links to articles

– Links to publication lists

– Create our own search interface

– Store Searches

















• Anatomy of a SiteBuilderTM Link
– Every SiteBuilder link begins with the

following prefix:

        http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink

– Following the prefix are parameters which
determine the function of the link.

http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?parameter1=value1&parameter2=value2

­ Where ? Separates prefix from the parameters and & separates parameters



– Every link contains at least the following
parameters

• VER - Version of the URL being used, supplied
automatically.

• Exp - Expiration date of the link.

• Cert - A encrypted certificate that contains
account name, access control information such
as IP address or password restrictions, and
additional details of the link function.

http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?Ver=1&Cert=9e8d7ek3k318e&Exp=09-30-1999



• How are links created?
1. Using ProQuest Direct with SiteBuilder   

capabilities.
• Provides the tools needed to generate the link.

The user then copies the link into their own
page.

2. On the fly.
• User creates a master link and imbeds required

parameters.



Parameter Definition Examples
DID Document ID -

corresponds to a
specific article available
from ProQuest Direct.

Did=21209688

Pub Publication ID –
Returns the list of
available publications
corresponding to the ID

Pub=1200345

FMT Format Fmt=Cite
Fmt=Abs
Fmt=FT
Fmt=TG
Fmt=Page
Fmt=Ask



• References available at www.umi.com/builder


